Fovant Parish Council  


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2007 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present:  
Cllr N Knowles  (Chairman

     
Cllr K Grant      (Vice Chairman)



Cllr T Weston



Cllr S Mitchell



Cllr Mrs A Harris



Cllr Mrs P Story



Cllr R Bell



Cllr Mrs C Hunter



Cllr A Leppard

In attendance:
Mrs E Young  (Clerk)  District Councillor Mrs Green (arrived 8.15 p.m.) and one member of the public

Apologies:
County Councillor T Deane (who sent in a brief report) and Tisbury Community Police 

Declarations of Interest:  There were no declarations and the Register was signed by the Chairman.

Reports:  County Councillor Deane advised 

· Western Area Committee had turned down the Westfield Industrial Park, Dinton application to stack containers 3 high instead of the 2 at present.

· SDC had been asked for the required Traffic Assessment so that WCC do not let the situation remain unresolved due to lack of action from the Highways Department
· The WCC 1-Tier Authority unitary proposal debate is ongoing. A decision will be taken by the Secretary of State and may be known by April/May 2007.

District Councillor Mrs Green reported:

· The Tisbury Sports Centre was showing an improvement in their funding position.
· Wheelie bins are to be introduced in the area in October 2007.  The normal weekly household waste collection will be reduced to fortnightly only, alternating with a recycling collection.
· Clay’s Orchard – Cllr Green confirmed the Scheme Manager did not accept incoming calls personally. The house could be contacted through Care Connect.
· The WCC 1-Tier Authority unitary proposal is being considered by SDC; at this time 3 of the 4 District Authorities are opposed.  Consultation with Parish Councils will take place in March 2007.
06/79
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 DECEMBER 2007   (already circulated)

With an amendment at 06/72 (3) to read  “a cheque for £857 had been ‘promised’”  Proposed by Cllr Harris and Cllr Grant seconded the minutes were approved nem con.

06/80
MATTERS ARISING (from the last meeting and if not already on the agenda)

(a)
FPC Emergency Plan:  the revised document has been raised and named persons are to be contacted to confirm their agreement to have their names included before issue. 
(b)
Dates for future meetings: Council took note the Annual Parish Meeting would be on Tuesday 24 April; the Annual Meeting on Monday 14 May 2007.    Following discussion the Clerk was asked to check produce a list of dates for 07/08 to be circulated.                   Action: Clerk
(c)
Report on Parish and Town Councils’ Liaison meeting 26 January 2007:  Cllr Weston felt it was an interesting day which covered various aspects of planning and working tutorials on planning  in conservation areas; permitted and non permitted developments.
(d)
Affordable Housing:  the questionnaires had been distributed in the parish. The Council would be advised of the outcome in due course by Community First.

(e)
Refurbished Notice Board for the Rainbow Centre:    Prior to invoice payment approval, the Clerk to confirm with the Contractor when installation onto the Rainbow Centre would take place.

    







   Action:  Clerk

06/81
PARISH REPORTS

(1)
Highways:   Cllr Mrs Story reported the lengthsman’s next visit would be12 February and he was doing a good job.   There would be a temporary road closure for four days from 26 February at Sutton Mandeville and Dean Lane for trees to be felled.

(2)
Transport:  Cllr Grant reported that SDC funds for some of the normal bus service routes may be diverted to the SDC Park & Ride Scheme; Wilts & Dorset may have to cut some bus services.

(3)
Village Hall:  
     (a)
Cllr Mrs Harris said she had been asked for advice on the Council’s responsibility for insurance for the Village Hall as there was some confusion within the text written of the present Lease.  Council drew attention to Part 2, paragraph 11 of the Lease where it clearly identified that the responsibility for the management and administration (including insurance) of the Hall was delegated to the Hall Management Committee. Resolved:  Council agreed nem con for Cllr Harris to convey this information to the Chairman of the Committee.      Action:  Cllr Mrs Harris
     (b)
Cllr Harris reported there had numerous fund raising events – Burns Night had raised a good income. The Quiz/Curry Night was sold out.  Call My Bluff was scheduled for 16 March and the Village Lunch was to be on 28 April. The committee were also planning a Rural Arts Evening.

     (c)
Plans for a modest extension and access have now been submitted to the SDC Planning Office.

(4)
Neighbourhood Watch   Cllr Bell requested an invitation to visit be issued to the Tisbury Community Police team for the next meeting to bring Council up to date with the Neighbourhood Police project which came into effect on 15 January.



Action:  Clerk
He also advised that the minutes of the last meeting of the Tisbury CSG would be circulated when available.

(5)
Youth Issues:  Cllr Mitchell advised about 30 children attend the Youth Club on average.  They had put in a request to the Council for an outside trampoline to be erected.   The Chairman advised that Council would need cost estimates as this expenditure might be eligible for S137 or R2 funding for 07/08.







Action:  Cllr Mitchell
(6)
Rights of Way:  Cllr Mrs Harris reported:  Where FP6 meets FP3, the stile had been removed on the understanding that should cattle be put back into the field the Council would re-install the stile. It was noted that Council had previously authorised matched funding (Minute 06/72(7)(i) of £300 towards three new kissing gates in 07/08, and that a further £150 had been approved under  (Minute 06/72(7)(ii))  for a replacement gate on FP3.  Resolved: Proposed by Cllr Mrs Harris and seconded by Cllr Knowles Council agreed nem con, Council affirmed the above. 
(7)
Children’s Playground:   Proposed by Cllr Mrs Story and seconded by Cllr Mitchell Council approved nem con the estimate of £75 by Mr Aylen to clear the blackthorn bushes from the recreation ground.    
Cllr Leppard reported no safety issues affecting the children’s playground apart from the removal of plastic covers from the mobiles.   Proposed by Cllr Mrs Story and seconded by Cllr Mrs Hunter, Council agreed nem con to purchase replacement plastic nut covers up to an expenditure of £50 from Wickstead Leisure.




Action:  Cllr Mitchell
(8)
Fovant Web Site:  Cllr Leppard reported this was up to date.  Council agreed that a link to the  UK Villages web-site would be acceptable.  

06/82
R2 FUNDED PROJECTS
(a)
Recreation Ground Fencing:  Council agreed that the contractor’s invoice submission for payment should be sent to SDC to prompt the R2 funding allocation of £375.00.  Council expressed their thanks to the contractor for his good work.

      
Action:  Clerk
(b)
Climbing Frame:  proposed by Cllr Mrs Story and seconded by Cllr Knowles, Council agreed to raise purchase orders for all items listed and valued by Cllr Mitchell, noting that SDC had agreed to allocate R2 funding to the value of £1842.78 for this work.   It was hoped ground work would start in mid February.   Working party dates to be agreed.
Cllr Mitchell to obtain an estimate for an additional two tonne of bark as base fill.   Cllrs Harris/Leppard agreed to take delivery of the bark as and when the vendor was able to deliver to the playground.
Action: Cllr Mitchell

(c )
R2 funded projects:  Fovant Cricket Club had indicated that they had an immediate requirement for a White-Line Marking Machine and Electrical output point. They have been requested to provide written estimates for the items in support of an R2 funding request.
06/83
FINANCE

Balance as at 7 January 07:


PC Current a/c 0448705

£1261.35







PC Reserve a/c 4124602

£2065.96







Clerk’s fund 4245523


£  779.15

(a)
Council received the Council’s Receipts and Payments Statement to 7 January 2007 and approved the final draft of the Precept Budget FY 2007/08.  Proposed by Cllr Leppard and seconded by Cllr Mrs Story, Council approved nem con.

(b)
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Story and seconded by Cllr Mrs Harris, the following cheques were approved for payment by the Council:

657 p.v. 45 Fovant Village Hall  (rent to Dec 06)




   £78.00

658 p.v. 46 Wood and Co  (photocopying for Dec 06)



     £8.75

659 p.v .47  AP Johnson (repair of notice board as per estimate)


 £141.00

660 p.v. 48  K Aylen  (clearing blackthorn bushes)




   £75.00

661 p.v. 49  K Aylen  (R2 re-imbursed activity - install new fencing)


 £375.00

06/84
PLANNING

1.
Plans reviewed by Parish Council
S/2006/2463
New dwelling to rear of Orchard House Tisbury Road:  not supported

S/2006/2353
Listed Building Works to Cross Keys, Fovant – withdrawn

S/2006/2303
Extension, Division & Change of Use, Cross Keys, Fovant – withdrawn

2.
Plans determined by Salisbury District Council

Tree Preservation Order – land at Creg-Ny-Baa, Dinton Road Fovant  (Norway Spruce)

Tree Preservation Order – land adjacent to Riverside, High Street (Ash)

3.
Trees in the Landscape:  The Chairman noted that this project had been ongoing for the past year; the object was to identify and map all the important trees in the parish, including individual and groups of trees which made an important contribution to the village scene in any particular place in the parish and in the landscape overall.  Groups of trees would include those that held the ridge lines or acted as natural boundaries between defined areas.      Action:  Cllr Leppard
Cllr Mrs Story queried the Council’s role in responding applications for the proposed felling or maintenance of  trees in the village as councillors were not generally experts in this field.  The Chairman advised that any recommendations by the Council should reflect the sound advice offered by the Home Office booklet “Guidelines for the Protection of Trees”.  

4.
Listed Building Works:  S/2005.2356 Pembroke Arms Fovant               Action:  SDC Planning
06/85
CORRESPONDENCE
(a)
Council agreed nem con to the request from Fovant and Sutton Mandeville Village Fete Committee for the use of the grassed area at Clay’s Orchard and the Recreation Ground for the 2008 Village fete, subject to sight of their public liability insurance.

Action: Clerk 

(b)
Cllr Mrs Story reported that SDC Planning wish to progressively increase use of government e-business methods when consulting with Parish Councils in future.  Members of the Council observed that not everyone had regular access to email and much of the SDC and WCC and other government bodies’ correspondence came in hard-copy formats such as consultation documents, reports, circulars, magazines and newsletters etc – there would always be an ongoing need to circulate information around the Council members.  Cllrs Weston, Mitchell, Hunter and Harris asked for the Council agendas and minutes to continue to be sent by post.    
   

Action:  Clerk
(c )
The chairman reminded Council  three consultation documents were being circulated :  SDC letter on rural issues;  the Government consultation document on the Post Office network and Wiltshire County Council proposal for one tier local government.  Comments should be with him by mid February.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING     Tuesday 13 March 2007 at 7.15 p.m. in the Village Hall

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

Any item for inclusion at the Parish Council meeting must be notified in writing to the Clerk for consideration of acceptance in accordance with the Parish Council Standing Orders at least 7 days in advance of the meeting.  Notice of the next meeting will be posted on the Parish Council notice boards at least three working days prior to the date of the meeting.

The Minutes of the Parish Council meetings are published on the notice boards, the PC web site (www.couthwilts.co.uk/site/Fovant-Parish-Council/index/htm) and a synopsis in Three Towers Community magazine
.
Minutes are subject to approval at the next Council meeting

